Name: RUSH, EAST

	Nearest Town: Rush City
Primary County: Chisago
	Survey Date: 08/26/2002
Inventory Number: 13-0069-01


Lake Characteristics

	Lake Area (acres): 1,359.00
Littoral Area (acres): 1,033.00
Maximum Depth (ft): 24.00
Water Clarity (ft): 2.40 
	Dominant Bottom Substrate: N/A
Abundance of Aquatic Plants: N/A
Maximum Depth of Plant Growth (ft): N/A 


	Did you know? Fishing piers are installed on lakes to provide opportunities for shore fishing. 


Fish Sampled up to the 2002 Survey Year

	 
	Number of fish per net
	 

	Species
	Gear Used
	Caught
	Normal Range
	Average Fish Weight (lbs)
	Normal Range (lbs)

	Black Bullhead
	Gill net 
	0.2
	0.6 - 9.5
	0.72
	0.5 - 0.8

	 
	Trap net 
	trace
	0.3 - 2.8
	1.34
	0.4 - 0.8

	Black Crappie
	Gill net 
	3.8
	0.5 - 2.7
	0.31
	0.2 - 0.4

	 
	Trap net 
	6.0
	0.7 - 3.2
	0.37
	0.2 - 0.5

	Bluegill
	Gill net 
	2.1
	N/A - N/A
	0.30
	N/A - N/A

	 
	Trap net 
	23.8
	5.6 - 42.3
	0.20
	0.1 - 0.3

	Bowfin (Dogfish)
	Trap net 
	trace
	0.4 - 1.0
	1.60
	3.1 - 4.8

	Brown Bullhead
	Trap net 
	trace
	0.3 - 1.5
	1.41
	0.6 - 1.0

	Common Carp
	Gill net 
	0.3
	0.2 - 1.7
	18.59
	2.1 - 9.8

	 
	Trap net 
	0.6
	0.2 - 1.1
	14.52
	3.0 - 7.8

	Freshwater Drum
	Gill net 
	2.2
	0.8 - 10.5
	2.56
	0.2 - 0.7

	 
	Trap net 
	2.8
	0.5 - 2.4
	3.24
	0.4 - 1.1

	Golden Shiner
	Gill net 
	0.7
	0.2 - 5.1
	0.08
	0.1 - 0.2

	Hybrid Sunfish
	Trap net 
	0.3
	N/A - N/A
	0.25
	N/A - N/A

	Northern Pike
	Gill net 
	4.3
	3.1 - 8.5
	3.68
	1.5 - 2.7

	 
	Trap net 
	0.8
	N/A - N/A
	4.39
	N/A - N/A

	Pumpkinseed Sunfish
	Trap net 
	3.6
	1.7 - 8.2
	0.14
	0.1 - 0.2

	Walleye
	Gill net 
	3.3
	1.3 - 5.5
	2.10
	1.2 - 2.4

	 
	Trap net 
	0.5
	0.2 - 0.7
	1.59
	0.9 - 2.9

	Yellow Bullhead
	Gill net 
	0.3
	0.9 - 10.0
	0.87
	0.5 - 0.7

	 
	Trap net 
	0.6
	1.5 - 7.7
	1.35
	0.5 - 0.8

	Yellow Perch
	Gill net 
	137.4
	2.5 - 24.2
	0.16
	0.1 - 0.2

	 
	Trap net 
	1.8
	0.5 - 2.7
	0.19
	0.1 - 0.2

	Normal Ranges represent typical catches for lakes with similar physical and chemical characteristics.


Length of Selected Species Sampled for All Gear for the 2002 Survey Year

	 
	Number of fish caught in each category (inches)

	Species
	0-5
	6-8
	9-11
	12-14
	15-19
	20-24
	25-29
	>29
	Total

	Black Bullhead
	0
	1
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3

	Black Crappie
	7
	72
	24
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	104

	Bluegill
	53
	59
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	112

	Brown Bullhead
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Hybrid Sunfish
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3

	Northern Pike
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	23
	23
	7
	56

	Pumpkinseed Sunfish
	8
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	10

	Walleye
	0
	1
	3
	16
	11
	12
	2
	0
	45

	Yellow Bullhead
	0
	0
	5
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	10

	Yellow Perch
	53
	189
	24
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	266


	For the record, the largest Kokanee Salmon taken in Minnesota weighed 2 lbs., 15 oz. and was caught by: 

Who: Lars Kindem, Bloomington, MN
Where: Caribou Lake, Itasca County
When: 8/6/71.
Statistics: 20" length, 11.5" girth


Fish Stocked by Species for the Last Five Years

	Year
	Species
	Age
	Number

	2000
	Muskellunge
	Fingerling
	500

	
	Walleye
	Adult
	75

	
	Walleye
	Adult
	116

	
	Walleye
	Fingerling
	536

	
	Walleye
	Fry
	1,500,000

	
	Walleye
	Yearling
	1,659

	2001
	Muskellunge
	Fingerling
	500

	
	Walleye
	Fingerling
	3,510

	
	Walleye
	Fry
	1,500,000

	2002
	Walleye
	Fingerling
	180

	
	Walleye
	Fry
	1,500,000

	
	Walleye
	Yearling
	1,145

	2003
	Muskellunge
	Fingerling
	620

	
	Walleye
	Fingerling
	3,694

	
	Walleye
	Fry
	1,500,000

	
	Walleye
	Yearling
	463

	
	Walleye
	Adult
	82

	
	Walleye
	Fingerling
	2,749

	
	Walleye
	Yearling
	405

	2004
	Walleye
	Fry
	1,500,000

	
	Walleye
	Fingerling
	49,716

	2005
	Muskellunge
	Fingerling
	514


Fish Consumption Advisory

	Meal Advice for Pregnant Women, Women who may become pregnant and Children under age 15

	Species
	less than 15"
	15" to 20"
	20" to 25"
	25" to 30"
	greater than 30"
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	Freshwater Drum
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	Northern Pike
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	Yellow Perch
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	Meal Advice for the General Population

	Species
	less than 15"
	15" to 20"
	20" to 25"
	25" to 30"
	greater than 30"
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	Freshwater Drum
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	Northern Pike
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	Yellow Perch
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	Symbol Key
	unlimited
	1 meal per week
	1 meal per month
	1 meal every 2 months
	do not eat
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	Mercury
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	PCBs
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Status of the Fishery (as of 08/26/2002)

East Rush is a 1,359 acre lake managed for walleye, northern pike, and muskellunge. East Rush is assigned to lake class 24. Lakes in class 24 are moderately deep and highly fertile. Muskie and walleye populations are maintained through stocking, although walleye natural reproduction is common. Biannual fall fingerling stocking is conducted for both species but in alternate years. Additionally, walleye fry will be stocked annually through the spring of 2005. The long range population goals for walleyes and northerns, as indexed by test netting, are 5 and 2 per gillnet lift respectively with a 4 pound mean for northerns. Muskellunge are indexed in seperate spring trapnetting assessments. In order to assess population goals and the current stocking protocal, East Rush Lake was surveyed in August of 2002. 

The northern pike gillnet catch was 4.3 per lift with an average weight of 3.7 pounds. The catch exceeded the management goal. Abundance was normal for lake class 24 but the mean size was high. Sampled northerns ranged from 18 to 33.7 inches with a 25.5 inch mean. The 2002 catch was slightly higher than the 30 year average for East Rush Lake. The 1997 year class was dominate, representing more than half the northern catch. 

Walleyes were sampled at a rate of 3.3 per gillnet which is in the normal range for lake class 24. Although the walleye catch did not meet the lake management goal, fish were quality size averaging 2.1 pounds with one third of the catch greater than 20 inches. The 1997 catch was very similar while the 30 year average was 2.7 walleyes per gillnet lift. The 1999 year class, the result of yearling stocking in 2000, was the most abundant. Night electrofishing in September sampled walleye hatched in 2002. These young walleye could be attributed to either fry stocking or natural reproduction. 

Yellow perch are a primary forage for both northerns and walleyes. Their abundance in East Rush has historically been moderate. The 2002 catch was the exception with a very high catch rate of 137.4 per gillnet. Size was within the lake class norm with a 7.4 inch average. A good distribution of perch between 5 and 7 inches should provide ample forage for gamefish, while the 10% of the catch that exceeded 8 inches should provide additional harvest opportunty for anglers. 

Black crappie abundance was normal in both the trapnets and gillnets. Sampled crappie were larger than in the past 3 assessments. Overall crappie averaged 8.2 inches and 1/3 of a pound with a range from 5.2 to 14.5 inches. 

Bluegill were normal in both abundance (23.8/trapnet) and size (0.2 pounds) for lake class 24. The 2002 catch was unusual high for East Rush. The highest previous catch was 6.8 per trapnet. Sampled bluegill ranged from 3.4 to 8.9 inches. Twenty percent of the sample exceeded 7 inches, an acceptable size to some anglers. 

The samples of all three panfish species were dominated by 2 and 3 year old fish. Perch and crappie growth was faster than expected. 

Largemouth bass abundance was first indexed in 1997 using night electrofishing. Bass abundance was moderate at 26.3 per hour of sampling, an increase from 11.7 in 1997. Largemouth also exhibited good growth with strong 1997 and 1999 year classes. Bass were quality sized averaging 13.1 inches and 1.6 pounds. 

Shoreline seining sampled young of the year bluegill, largemouth bass, and yellow perch. Other species sampled during the survey included black bullhead, bowfin, brown bullhead, common carp, freshwater drum, emerald shiner, golden shiner, hybrid sunfish, pumpkinseed sunfish, and yellow bullhead.

